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ARBORETUM VISITOR CENTER: The Visitor
Center includes an art gallery, bookstore and
browsing library, restrooms, and water fountains,
and provides information and maps. Open M-F
9:30 am to 4 pm and 12:30 to 4 pm on weekends.

BEAR MOUND PARK: This small, shady park
contains a bear-shaped effigy mound built
between 700 and 1100 AD. It is also a great place
to see the surface water divide between the
Monona and Wingra watersheds. When it rains,
water falling on the northern side flows to Lake
Monona; water falling on the southern side flows
to Lake Wingra.

BIG SPRING: The Arboretum’s largest remaining
spring. To get there, walk down a path starting
from the parking lot at the top of the hill.

EDGEWOOD CAMPUS: See raingardens near the
Mazzuchelli Center on Edgewood Dr. and east and
west of the Edgedome.

GARDNER MARSH: A boardwalk provides a
viewing platform for this wetland area. Near the
edge of the marsh lies the remains of the "Lost
City", a suburb planned for the southeast shore of
Lake Wingra in the early 1900s. After the financial
collapse of the development company in the
1920s, roads and foundations sank into the
marsh. Today, Gardner Marsh is the site of
restoration research that is documenting the
effects of hybrid cattails on the remnant sedge
meadow, and developing methods of controlling
this invasive species.

HENRY VILAS ZOO: One of the few free zoos
remaining in the United States, Vilas Zoo is fun for
all ages. Open 9:30 am to 5 pm daily.

MANITOU WAY OUTFALL: After passing through
a rip-rap-lined channel in Nakoma Park, about 150
million gallons per year of storm water from 1,500
residential and commercial acres empties here.
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MARION-DUNN DETENTION POND: This
detention pond was built to ease flooding and
trap sediment before the water flows into Lake
Wingra through the West Wingra Marsh. Walk to
the south end of the pond to see the outlet
channel.

ODANA PONDS: These ponds collect runoff from
the western portion of the watershed, allowing
sediment to settle before draining to the Manitou
Way outfall. Eighty million gallons per year of
runoff is pumped from the pond, filtered, and
infiltrated into the glacial moraine beneath the
upper golf course. See the KIOSK for more
information. Next to the kiosk is a raingarden that
collects runoff from the nearby parking lot.

RAINGARDEN STREET: The three blocks of
Adams St. just east of Edgewood Campus make
up Madison’s first raingarden street. Constructed
in 2006, nine raingardens along the street’s
terrace collect runoff from rooftops, driveways,
and the street itself.

SOUTHWEST BIKE PATH: Built on an old railroad
bed in 2001, this paved path has become popular
with commuters and recreational cyclists. On the
north side of the bike path, along the Glenway
Golf Course woods, a large ditch carries runoff
from the Westmorland neighborhood to Lake
Wingra, via a storm drain under Pickford Street.
See the KIOSK for information on invasive species
control along the bike path and in the Wingra
watershed.

SPRING TRAIL POND: Also known as Gorham
Spring, and by the Ho-Chunk Tribe as "Nibin-
nagoo”, or trail spring, this is one of the few
springs still flowing into Lake Wingra. The stone
staircase and wall is attributed to a design by
Frank Lloyd Wright. The wall was extended along
Manitou Way by the Arboretum CCC crews in the
1930s. Look across the street to find the Old
Spring Hotel and read the plaque on the wall for a
bit of history.
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VILAS PARK: In 1904, William F. Vilas gave 63
acres to the city for a park. At the time, only 25
acres were suitable for parkland. So, in 1908,
dredging began for the Vilas Park Lagoon, with
the sediment piled to create dry land. By 1914,
there was a park with band concerts and baseball
games on Sundays. See the KIOSKS near the
lagoon and the beach for information about the
park, the lake, and nearby restoration projects.

WESTGATE MALL: Despite its distance from the
lake, the impervious surfaces at Westgate Mall and
neighboring commercial developments contribute
storm water to Lake Wingra via Odana Ponds.

WESTMORLAND PARK: This park is a perfect stop
for the longer rides. Be sure to take a seat on one
of the benches located on the northwest side of
the park. They are nestled within beautiful
landscaping, providing a perfect atmosphere for a
rest or a picnic.

WHEELER COUNCIL RING: Follow the signs from
the parking lot at Monroe St. and Arbor Dr. to this
stone meeting ring, which was designed by
landscape architect Jens Jensen in memory of his
grandson. A boardwalk to the south provides a
loop through the wetlands and to council spring.

WINGRA DAM: Built in 1908 after Wingra Creek
was dredged, this small dam controls the level of
Lake Wingra by holding back water during dry
periods and releasing water during wet periods.
The dam provides a barrier to carp and other non-
native fish that would otherwise enter Wingra from
Lake Monona. In the spring, muskellunge
congregate below the dam, and occasionally leap
onto the spillway.

WINGRA PARK: Nestled along the northwest shore
of Lake Wingra, Wingra Park provides plenty of
green space to picnic, play sports, or just relax.
At night, Wingra Park is a dark sky site with
excellent view of the heavens. Boat rentals, a
phone, and restrooms are available at the boat
house from May through October. A KIOSK is
posted with current events and information about
the Lake Wingra watershed.
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